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opium was not less familiar than Ms daily bread ; and the
expression of his face convinced me that it was. Neverthe-
less, I was struck with some little consternation when I saw
him suddenly raise his hand to his mouth, and bolt the
whole, divided into three pieces, at one mouthful The
quantity was enough to kill some half-dozen dragoons, to-
gether with their horses, supposing neither bipeds nor quad-
rupeds to be regularly trained opium-eaters. I felt some
alarm for the poor creature j but what could be done ? I had
given him the opium in pure compassion for his solitary life,
since, if he had travelled on foot from London, it must be
nearly three weeks since he could have exchanged a thought
with any human being. Ought I to have violated the laws
of hospitality by having him seized and drenched with an
emetic, thus frightening him into a notion that we were
going to sacrifice him to some English idol ? No : there was
clearly no help for it. The mischief, if any, was done. He
took his leave, and for some days I felt anxious ; but, as I
never heard of any Malay, or of any man in a turban, being
found dead on any part of the very slenderly peopled road
between Grasniere and Whitehaven, I became satisfied that
he was familiar with opium,1 and that I must doubtless have
done him the service I designed, by giving him one night of
respite from the pains of wandering.

This incident I have digressed to mention, because this
Malay (partly from the picturesque exhibition he assisted to
frame, partly from the anxiety I connected with his image
for some days) fastened afterwards upon my fancy, and
through that upon my dreams, bringing with him other
Malays worse than himself, that ran "a-muck"2 at me, and
led me into a world of nocturnal troubles. But, to quit this

1 This, however, is not a necessary conclusion ; the varieties of effect
produced by opium on different constitutions are infinite. A London
magistrate (Harriott's "Struggles through Life," vol. iii. p. 391, third
edition) has recorded that, on the first occasion of his trying laudanum
for the gout, he took FORTY drops, the next night SIXTY, and on the
fifth night EIGHTY, without any effect whatever; and this at an ad-
vanced age.

a See the common accounts, in any eastern traveller or voyager, of
the frantic excesses committed "by Malays who have taken opium, 01
are reduced to desperation "by ill luck at gambling.